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Coaster denied
protection by feds

By Journal and AP staff

MARQUETTE — Federal
officials have decided against
placing the coaster brook trout
on the threatened and endan-
gered species list.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service on Monday said a year-
long review had concluded that
coasters were not distinct
enough from other brook trout
to list them as threatened or en-
dangered species or establish
protected habitat.

Coasters, a name derived
from their tendency to remain
near shore, are reared in rivers
and streams, but migrate to
lakes and spend most of their
lives there. They grow larger
than other brook trout, which
remain within their native
streams. ;

Their historical range took in
parts of lakes Huron, Michigan
and Superior. Over fishing and
habitat degradation in the
1800s nearly wiped them out.

Today, 15 stream-spawning
and three lake-spawning popu-
lations are known to exist —
all in Lake Superior.

The Sierra Club and the
Huron Mountain Club peti-
tioned the government in 2006
to designate the coaster as en-
dangered.

Marvin Roberson of Skan-
dia, a Sierra Club forest ecolo-
gist, said the group would con-
sider its options, including a
lawsuit in federal court to over-
turn the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice's decision.

““We strongly disagree with
it,”” Roberson said.

Peter Dykema, fisheries
manager for the Huron Moun-
tain Club, said: ‘“We believe
that the surviving coaster pop-

‘ulation easily satisfies the statu-

tory standards for listing. We
are reviewing our legal options
to seek review of the Service’s
decision.”

Opponents of a proposed .

nickel and copper mine in the
Upper Peninsula said it also
could pose a danger. The mine
would extend beneath a section
of the Salmon Trout River.
Kennecott Eagle Minerals Co.
said its project would not harm
the fish.

Kennecott  spokeswoman
Deb Muchmore said protecting
the environment and ecology
has always been one of the
company’s top priorities.

Consequently, she said the
design of the proposed Eagle
Project on the Yellow Dog
Plains would protect wildlife
species, regardless of whether
they were included on the En-
dangered Species List.

“For us, the determination is
an important one, but the pro-
tocols for the mine remain the
same,” Muchmore said.

Researchers are uncertain
whether the coaster is a genefi-
cally separate species. Still, the
conservation advocates con-
tend its migratory behavior
qualifies the fish for listing as a
distinct segment of the brook
trout population.

But the Fish and Wildlife
Service said its review did not
yield convincing evidence the
coaster was a distinct popula-
tion segment, much less a sep-
arate species or subspecies.

Instead, the agency labeled
the coaster a ‘‘life history
form’’ that could be reconsti-
tuted from other brook trout
under the right environmental
conditions.

““Thus, the population health
of coasters is essentially equal
to the population of brook trout
in the upper Great Lakes,’” the
agency said in a statement.

“‘Although coaster brook
trout have declined and threats

, remain, there are at least 200

brook trout populations within
the upper Great Lakes and the
overall population numbers of
brook trout within the upper
Great Lakes remains high.”

Roberson said the govern-
ment acknowledged coasters
differ from other brook trout in
numerous ways, including size
and behavior.

‘“And then, incredibly, they
say there’s no genetic differ-
ence between them,”” he said.

Self-sustaining coaster popu-
lations are found in the Salmon
Trout River in northern Mar-
quette County, which flows
through property owned by the
Huron Mountain Club, and in
the waters of Lake Superior’s
Isle Royale National Park.

Coasters also live in a few
streams on the Canadian side .
of Superior and in Ontario’s
Lake Nipigon.

Government agencies, non-
profits and Indian tribes in the
U.S. and Canada are trying to
restore the colorful fish. Strict
limits are imposed on catching
them.

Other efforts include habitat
improvements such as remov-
ing or redesigning dams that
block stream access. Some
sections of Lake Superior have
been stocked with brook trout.

Logging and road construc-
tion can harm coasters by
causing sediment to erode into
spawning areas, Roberson
said.



