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Faith is a growing thing

Every year, spring seems like a miracle
to me. Long months of cold weather had
started to create some discontent and cab-
in fever within the four walls of our small
home but on May 3 the open air and
smell of earth had my three children smi}-
ing happily and laughing.

My kids, with trowels in hands dug a
small hole and planted our
“newbom’”’(my daughter’s word for our
red pine seedling). There was a tiny
squabble as to who would get to pour the
water, but a quick compromise was met
as both my 4 and 7 year old tipped the
bucket together.

Then they quietly, and reverently began
to place stones around the base of the tree,
“for protection,” my 7-year-old ex-
plained. My family was not the only one
to plant a tree last week.

People from over 100 faith communi-
ties in all counties of the Upper Peninsula
and even into Wisconsin took part in the
EarthKeepers Tree Project, an interfaith
initiative to plant 12,000 red pine
seedlings with help from faith commuumi-
ties and organizations throughout the U.P.

Thank you to the bishops and faith
leaders of 10 deneminations, the Superior
Watershed Partnership, the Cedar Tree
Institute, the local conservation districts,
and the hundreds of pastors and lay peo-
ple who volunteered time and commit-
ment to make this project happen. It took
a lot of hard work and some faith in eac
other, but we did it. :

After our tree was planted, my kids
wanted to plant more. The spring winds

and warm sunshine kept us outside most

of the day. My husband brought out the
small pepper, onion and tomato shoots
that had been started indoors and we
talked about how nice they would all taste
1n late summer salads.

The miracle of planting a seed and
watching it grow into something beauti-
ful, something nourishing, had begun in
our backyard. It’s because of hard work
and faith that EarthKeepers has seen
many seeds come to fiuit over the years,
household hazardous waste, e-waste and
pharmaceutical collections, education on
wise energy use and protection of Upper
Peninsula rivers and streams.

Next year one of our hopes is to launch
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The EarthKeepers Initiative is a collab-
orative effort of ten traditions: Roman
Catholic, Episcopal, Lutheran, Presbyteri-
an, United Methodist Church, Unitarian
Universalist, Baha'i, Jewish, Zen Buddist,
Quakers. Kyra Fillmore serves as commu-
nications coordinator. Chairs of the
EarthKeepers Vision Council are Paul
Lehmberg and Gail Griffith. Greg Peter-

Cedar Tree Institute and The Superior
Watershed Parnership, both Marquette-
based nonprofits, continue to provide
counsel and logistical support.

the Interfaith Garden Initiative, bringing
folks together to plant seeds of faith
whether it be to fill food pantries with
fresh vegetables, offer places of solace to
pray and meditate or places of serenity to
promofe healing. '

Just as a small tree seedling can bring a
family together on a spring day, a com-
munity garden can allow folks from all
religions and walks of life to come togeth-
er to experience the mystery of the cycle
of life. Maybe it can allow us to grow a
little closer with each other and give us
time to marvel at the beauty around us.
Maybe it can offer food and peace to
those less fortunate. Maybe it will allow
us to see miracles. I will leave you with
this vision of people planting trees and
vegetables and flowers, of laughter and
cooperation, of warm sun and dark earth.
I'll plant this seed. ....and have a little
faith.

Editor’s note: Kyra L. Fillmore is the Earth:
Keepers communications coordinator for faith
communities who orga.(l:lnizad the disfribution of
over 12,000 frees in the Upper Peninsula during
the past several weeks,



