~the Hiaw gha National Forest.
~a1 Forest Foundation will be

administered in cooperatlon
with the U:S. Forest S

| duct invasive inventory, map-
‘p,mg; and.eradication . in. the
y M Rock River and
Big Island Lake wilderness
eas,. The.. progect will be
‘done this-spring and summer.
. The S,upenor Watershed
Partnershlp is-a non-profit or=

. ganization. .dedicated -to. the -

- protection and_xcs_toratmn of
the rivers and.watersheds of
‘the Upper . Peninsula. . The
mission of the Superior Wa-
tershed Partnership is.to.pro-
tect: and improve the natural

10 reihove invasive species in’

s of the Upper Penm—

munity actions that ensure. 2

sustainable environment, en-.

courage a sustainable econo- -

my and help 1mprove quahty
«of life. - ) :

“Through thi's:

partnership:

Forest:Service ofﬁcmls
they are excited about th
portunity ‘to get a jump- ‘on
non-native, invasive spemes
within two of its congression=
ally designated Wildernesses.

“We’re also excited about
this - opportumty :to-; make

+Rock:River Canyon Wilder-
chigan on:a water-.
t- shed basxs by promoting re-.
“sponsible . individual and com-

i T'he:c

private/public :partnershlp, we
have the opportumty to m—

M(M%J

ness: our first ‘invasive-free

- Zone, especially since it will
~1nv01ve -gathering baseline:in-
isuch.a .

vasives information:in
biologically significant.area,”
Hiawatha.  botanist - Terry
Miller said.- _

National Forest Foun-

gram awards grants to non-
profit.organizations that per-
form on-the-ground eonserva-
tion work.to benefit national
forests: and -grasslands. Pro-

jeets funded fall:within one of

fourfocus areas: community-
based forestry, wildlife habi-
tat_improvement, watershed
restoration or recreation. . ...
.~As a matching awards pro-
gram, recipients-are required
to raise non-federal: dollars to
match funds provided by the
foundatlon

’-}/tzz;/by 1



