#1fos Otinasn vHorald

Ontonagon Rlver Watershed COllllCll

1ar1y unlque -and historic “water-
course in the entire Upper Peninsu-
1a, bar none. The size of its attendant
‘watershed is huge - as the largest
single watershed on the south side
of Lake Superior, it touches every-
one who lives in this Ontonagon
country in some way, draining as it
does a land area of 1,362 square
.miles. In-addition and despite its

generally turbid appearance;, most of:
the Ontonagon River watershed’s .
: the other, by FERC many of those o

water quality; in its many branche
and throughout its long length, i
cons1dered by most water exp

today to be practically pristine, a
rarity not only in the upper M dwest
but sadly, also in the Umted fStates L

‘as'a Whole

" The Ontonagon Rlver watershed' :
controversy as
: ‘Ontonagon
Houghton, Tron ‘and Vilas (Wiscon-

“covers portlons of five ‘northern
counties: Ontonagon Gogeblc,

- sin). The combined. length of the

Ontonagon River main stem and its -
tributaries is 1,291 miles, of which

169 river miles (over thirteen per-
cent) and some 42,000 acres of adja-
§ - cent river corridor are de51gnated as
= specxal’ under  the National Wwild

£ and Scenic Rlvers ‘Act.’ There ‘are.

200 lakes larger than ten acres with-
in the Ontonagon River watershed,

k- and one of them, Lake Gogeblc,
- with a surface area of 13,048 acres, -

is the largest lake in the Upper
Peninsula.

; Despite the vastness of the
B Ontonagon River watershed and its

undoubtedly fall by the’ ways

2 enormous 1mpact on the ‘western

Upper Pemnsula n general there is
currently no single local stakeholder
organization that is:c ‘ncerned with
the health of the watershed overall,
a fact that has recently been brought
home dramatically by the (literally)
dozens of formal intervenor submis-
sions to FERC regardmg UPPCO’s .
hydroelectric license amendment . .
application for its Bond Falls real - -
estate development plans, from a ..
myriad of different stakeholders. .
But once the current Bond Falls sit- -~

uation has been decided, one way or -

= To correct: thls s1tuat10

e

% ksolve"d the

cilis currently bemg formed in i affil-

dation with the Superior Watershed .
Partnership, a natjonally recogmzed -
“501(c)(3) non-proﬁt organization -

which is- headquartered in” Mar-
quette.. The Partnership currently

" has almost two dozen watershed
- councils established across the U P,

Its website is wwwsupenorwaterr
sheds.org. '
) Interested readers are invited to
contact Michael Genrich in Onton-

‘agon at 906-884-6103 for further

information, An initial organization-
al meeting w111 be schediled later
depending on reader response. -
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